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Young men in Vermont ages 18 through 25 are at risk of losing key benefits that are tied 
to registering with the United States Selective Service System (SSS).  The average national 
compliance rate for registration is 92 percent, while Vermont averages 74 percent.   

In an effort to improve registration rates, the Selective Service will be conducting a 
community outreach visit to Burlington Feb. 6-7 and Montpelier Feb. 8.  Members of the 
agency will be visiting community leaders in organizations that work with young men and 
influencers to inform them about the importance of registration upon turning 18.  Not only is it 
a violation of federal law to not register upon turning 18, if a man waits until he turns 26, it’s 
too late – the opportunity to comply with the law and fulfill this civic duty has passed.  Most 
male immigrants in this age group, documented and undocumented, must also register within 
30 days of arriving in the United States. 

This initiative to increase registration compliance in Vermont is being led by Selective 
Service Director Donald M. Benton.   “As the newly appointed director of the agency, I want to 
do everything possible to ensure men keep all pathways to success open by complying with the 
law,” said Benton.  “We hope that our visit to the Green Mountain State will help raise the 
awareness about the importance of registration.” 
 

Failure to register can present significant road blocks to a young man’s future 
opportunities.  This is critically important because registration is linked to numerous federal 
and state benefits.  These include access to all federal student loans and grants, job training 
programs, and eligibility for hundreds of thousands of federal jobs, including the U.S. Postal 
Service, and numerous state, municipal, and federal contractor jobs. Additionally, immigrant 
men who wish to become citizens will have the process significantly delayed if they don’t 
register.   

Benton explained that it’s simple for young men to maintain eligibility for these 
important benefits.  “Just go online at sss.gov or register at a local U.S. Post Office,” he said.  
Young men can also register by visiting their high school counselor.  Benton further stressed, 
“The end result is that 45 seconds online at sss.gov can potentially save you 45 years of 
heartaches due to lost opportunities.” 
 

Media opportunities with Director Benton are available and encouraged.  To set up an 
interview or for more information related to this release, please contact Mr. Matthew Tittmann 
at C.  703-298-2227 or, mTittmann@sss.gov at the Selective Service System, Public Affairs. 
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